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New tenant taklng blg SunCoke space

A local company that specializes in providing back-office services has
inked a deal for the former SunCoke space in Turkey Creek.

The Service Provider Group has signed up for 40,000 square feet of
office space in Turkey Creek's Parkside Plaza | office building. The
space will be subleased from SunCoke Energy, which last year
announced that it was moving its headquarters to suburban Chicago.

The six-year deal will almost certainly be one of the largest office-
leasing transactions of the year in East Tennessee. Courtland Cobble
and Joe Petre, of Sperry Van Ness/R.M. Moore, represented the tenant
while Don Brewer and John Adams, of Cornerstone CRES, represented
SunCoke.

Justin Whitaker, executive VP and general counsel at Service Provider
Group, said the company includes five different brands:

-- payroll processing firm The Payroll Source;
-- Hickman, Johnson and Simmonds Insurors;
-- insurance firm The Company Benefits Store; and

-- "employee leasing" firms Employee Staff LLC and First Financial Employee Leasing.

Whitaker said his company acquired Florida-based First Financial on Jan. 1, and that the acquisition "more
than doubled the size of our company."

Asked about the Turkey Creek space, Whitaker said it's in a growing area with lots of nearby businesses.
"It's a really nice space, and it's big," he added.
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